Search for cytomegalovirus in postmortem brain tissue from patients with Huntington's chorea and other psychiatric disease by molecular hybridization using cloned DNA.
Postmortem human brain extracts were examined for the presence of human cytomegalovirus (CMV) DNA by molecular hybridization using a dot blot technique. The method was able to detect picogram quantities of homologous DNA, but CMV specific hybridization was detected in only one of 83 brains examined. The positive case came from a patient who had received immunosuppressive therapy. We were not able to confirm the report that CMV is present in the brains of patients with Huntington's chorea, nor was CMV detected in the temporal cortex of brains from schizophrenic patients. Our findings are discussed in relation to the methodology for investigating a possible viral etiology of some neuropsychiatric diseases.